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Oregon Botanical Artists : GUIDES

Tips for Sketching Demonstrations and ‘Meet-and-Greet’ Opportunities in Public Spaces

Participating in public-facing events—whether sketching in a garden or chatting with visitors at an indoor
exhibition—is a wonderful way to share your passion, connect with the community, and showcase the process
behind botanical art. Here are some tips to help you prepare and make the most of the experience.

INDOORS OR OUTDOORS?

The first question to consider: Will you be working from a live plant
on-site (in situ), or from a cutting displayed in front of you?

OBA members have participated in both indoor and outdoor events—
such as at Lan Su Chinese Garden and Trinity Episcopal Cathedral. The
setup will vary depending on location:

e Indoor venues often provide chairs, tables, lighting, and a
quieter environment.

e Outdoor settings may be less predictable—sometimes only a
chair is available, and other times you’ll need to bring your
own.

Pro tip: Keep a lightweight chair (like a camp or plastic folding chair) in

your car for flexibility. If all else fails, a sketchbook and a few supplies

. =3 AT S 3

can go a |Ong way, even froma Standlng or perChed pOSItlon' Alice Fredericy sketching at Lan Su ChineseGarden,‘October:mS

ART SUPPLIES
What to bring depends on your setup, but here’s a core list for both minimal and full arrangements.

Basic Supplies:
o Sketchbook or loose paper
¢ Drawing board or surface like a clip board
e Pencils, pens, colored pencils
¢ Small watercolor set, brushes, water container
e Erasers, sharpener, paper towels, tape.

Optional Additions (for indoor or full setups):
e Table easel
e Desk lamp (if lighting is low)
e Extension cord just in case
e Extra brushes or specialty tools
e Portable organizer for easy setup/cleanup



ART SUBJECTS

If you're working outdoors, it’s great to explore the garden and select a subject on-site. However, one of the
most effective ways to engage visitors is to bring a series of preparatory drawings with you.

Consider Bringing:
e A cutting or specimen of a simple, recognizable flower (tulips or alstroemerias are simple flowers and
usually available year-round)
e Even if you're working outside, with a set-up directly in front of a flowering shrub, come prepared with
a few drawings of a subject that you’ve worked on prior to the event date, for example:
1. Initial sketch or layout
2. Inked or outlined version
3. A partially rendered drawing in color or tone
4. Or a duplicate of one of these versions that you’ll work on during the event
These visual steps give you something to share when people ask about your process—without needing to
create a finished piece on the spot. Many artists find they spend more time in conversation than in drawing,
and that’s part of the fun!
These events are great for interacting with people who are curious about how you do what you do. They are a
great opportunity to engage someone’s interest in your work. They are also a confidence booster!

PREP FOR THE WEATHER
If outdoors, always be ready for changing conditions. Bring:
¢ A hat and sunglasses
e Sunscreen
o Refillable water bottle
e Layers for sun, shade, or breeze
¢ A small umbrella or portable shade, if possible

FINAL THOUGHTS

These events are not just about sketching—they’re about connecting. Whether you're answering questions,
showing your process, or simply offering a glimpse into botanical art, you’re helping inspire others. Come
prepared with business cards or other handouts with your work, stay flexible, and enjoy the chance to
represent OBA and the beauty of plants through your art!



